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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Monroe Doctrine — An Interpretation. By Albert Bushnell 
Hart. Published by Little, Brown & Company, Boston. 1916. 
PP- 445- 

In tfae light of complications which have arisen since the first 
utterance of the Monroe Doctrine and which the author says has 
made it a variable we are given a most comprehensive survey 
of this much-disputed subject. The manner of the great scholar 
he is, shows itself in the presentation of materials with that 
directness and force of quotations and sources from which he 
has drawn the interpretation. Thus there has been left to the 
reader ample margin for thought and his own conclusions while 
at the same time the method lends itself to the reenforcement 
of the writer's view-points. 

Dividing the book into seven parts, the first three, comprehend- 
ing about one half of the volume, are given to a careful narrative 
of the events leading up to and calling forth the Doctrine and 
then tracing it through its later history down to the present. The 
two succeeding parts take up the more difficult interpretation, 
relating the manner in which it was received by those of the 
world powers most vitally interested and attaching one by one 
the various meanings given to the several points of the Doctrine. 
In a third general division, designated as part six, is given a 
most interesting discussion of the future possibilities of the 
Doctrine; not entirely limited, however, by the consequences 
of the policy itself. A seventh part is added consisting of a list 
and brief description of the more important books dealing with 
the subject, giving the reader bibliography sufficient to enable 
him to go more deeply into any phase of the subject of particular 
interest. The detailed table of contents adds much in the way of 
making the book a convenient reference text for the student, 
as does a map showing the interests involved and indicating the 
original colonies and the later changes. 

Beginning with the early history of the colonization period, 
and the rivalry in the movement among the European powers and 
their subsequent interests, as a foundation ; and tracing it through 
the fortunes of the colonies and their later independent existence, 
the causal history of the case is given. The author aptly defines 
the attitude of the European powers toward the new world dur- 
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ing this period in his words "... that the European powers 
looked upon the American continent as a legitimate field of 
enterprise for them." The principal steps set forth either directly 
or impliedly in this foundation period are: first, the American 
Isolation doctrine and its counter of European Aloofness ; second, 
the attitude of the United States indicated by its sympathy for 
the South American people, its later recognition of their gov- 
ernments and declaration of neutrality to sustain the recognition; 
third, the European Political System as governed by the Holy 
Alliance and the proposal of intervention in South American 
affairs. The spirit in which the Doctrine was first set forth is 
drawn from a number of well-chosen contemporaneous writings 
and reports. 

From this we are led into the complicated part of the work 
which takes up the multitude of influences in the shape of later 
treaties, doctrines and succeeding presidents' messages; and the 
resultant variations of the original spirit and letter of the policy. 
In what degree it has been the result of selfish motives on the 
part of the United States is an interesting question upon which 
much light is thrown in the discussion of the Doctrine as Para- 
mount, and Permanent Interest. 

Not the least interesting part of the book is that which deals 
with the present status and future possibilities of the policy 
especially in view of the preceding history and analysis of the 
subject. Many of the mysteries of the more recent variations 
of the policy are clarified by a statement of the facts not gen- 
erally known or understood, which have surrounded these 
changes. As to the future some idea may be gained from the 
implication in the words quoted from Emperor William when 
he says "Your whole country is an experiment. . . . Whether 
it will stand the storms of time as the older monarchies of 
Europe have done remains to be seen." Sufficient proof is given 
to indicate that this is not the exception to the rule of opinion 
as regards the attitude of foreign nations to this policy. Setting 
off the Doctrine in a background of Pan-American relations, is 
an equally attractive and opposing thought as to the future which 
is expressed in the words Pan-Americanism. As an outgrowth 
of the doctrine such an idea is pleasing and it is suggested in the 
speculations of the author in this regard that it takes on the 
aspect of the inevitable in that the Doctrine has become essentially 
a fact rather than a policy. 

M. A. W. 



